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Welcome to the Movies . . .

Home Theater isn’t new.  It began back in the 1920s  
and 1930s when Hollywood’s elite built screening rooms 
in their homes so they could view the films they had 
just produced, directed, or starred in.  

Even though they were luxurious, early “home 
theaters” were complex and intimidating.  The moguls 
who enjoyed them kept technicians on staff to run the 
noisy and cantankerous projectors of the day.

Technology has come a long way.  Today, home theater 
systems are far more convenient, far more accessible, 
and far more reliable.  And, thanks to the efforts 
of literally thousands of engineers, designers, and 
installers, they’re far more capable, too.  

A good home theater system will provide hours  
of enjoyment for you and your family as it literally 
immerses you in sights and sounds once available only 
at the very finest first-run movie houses.  A home 
theater system can also help create just the right 
environment to enjoy your favorite movies by adjusting 
lighting, closing drapes, even turning on the popcorn 
machine!  For the music lover, a home theater system 
will also reproduce your favorite recordings with 
startling fidelity.  

How Do I Get There? 

This brochure is your first step towards enjoying  
a home theater system.  In it, you’ll find questions 
to ask yourself before ever going into a store.  We’ll 
explain those often-obscure acronyms and the 
technology they represent so you’ll be comfortable 
when looking for specific answers to your needs. 

Before we begin, however, we do have a suggestion.  
At some point, you’ll need to consult with a sales 
specialist at a store or showroom that sells home 
theater equipment.  In our experience, independent 
dealers or custom installation specialists usually have 
more knowledgeable, more experienced people than 
do large mega-stores that sell everything from iPods  
to refrigerators.

Whatever your budget, the independent dealer will 
be more apt to listen and respond to your needs.  And 
that’s critically important as you make the decisions that 
will lead to enjoying a system in your home.  

With that in mind, let’s get started . . . 

The Component Advantage 

Sit down for a moment and think about what kind  
of a home theater system you really want.  

Is it a full-scale dedicated theater room with custom 
seating, lights that dim automatically when you 
press “Play”, curtains that sweep into place to block 
distracting sunlight, an extensive loudspeaker array, 
and the latest “front projector”?    

Or is it a generic “home theater in a box” system that 
you can hook up in an hour or so.  After all, that’s 
better than a DVD player connected to a TV, isn’t it?  

If you’re like most of us, you’re probably aiming  
at something between these extremes.  After all,  
a dedicated room is a luxury few of us have.  And the 
compromised performance typical of most all-in-one 
systems simply isn’t that involving.  

That leaves a component system – one composed  
of carefully chosen separate yet complementary pieces 
like a DVD player, surround processor, amplifier, etc. 
– as your best choice.  With a component system, you 
can find the performance typical of the finest custom-
installed theaters.  And the operating convenience that 
is supposed to be – but often isn’t – the hallmark of the 
all-in-one approach.  In addition, separate components 
offer significant advantages in flexibility as well as 
an easier upgrade path when the time comes (as it 
eventually will) to improve your system even more.  
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The Room It Goes In

Once you’ve reached this point, you need to think 
about where your new home theater is going to go.  
You have three things to consider.

•  What you’ll use the room for when you’re not  
	 enjoying your new system.

•  The acoustics of that room or how it will influence  
	 sound quality

•  The sightlines from those preferred seats to the  
	 screen you’re going to watch.  

People Live Here, Too, Don’t They?

Where do you want your home theater system?  In 
the family room?  In the living room or den?  How 
is it going to affect other family members when the 
volume’s up?  That’s one reason why putting your new 
system in the room next to the baby’s bedroom may  
not be such a good idea.  

How will you use that chosen room when the home 
theater system isn’t on?  Will it be a reading area?   
A study?  What kind of furniture will you have in the 
room?  Will there be enough comfortable chairs or 
sofas so everyone can enjoy your new system when  
you put it on?  

Of course, many of these questions may not apply  
if you’re fortunate enough to have a “home theater 
only” space.  But even here, you need to consider 
construction issues and acoustic isolation.  After all,  
you don’t want that subterranean explosion to flatten 
the soufflé in the oven, do you?  

Once you’ve decided on the best room, you can begin 
to figure out what you’re going to need to complete 
the home theater system of your dreams and just where 
you’ll place everything.

Some Basic Questions



What You’ll See

You’ll probably begin by thinking about the TV.  That’s 
natural.  But you need to think about the speakers and 
electronics, too.  After all, a great picture and mediocre 
sound isn’t what you really want, is it?  

First, decide which type of TV will best answer your needs.  

There are several choices:

A “direct view” TV: This is the conventional CRT  1)	
(for cathode ray tube) television most of us are used 
to.  Bluntly speaking, they’re passé, particularly for 
today’s home theater systems.  That’s a shame in a 
way because direct view sets usually produce a great 
picture.  They’re also relatively immune to other light 
sources and will give you the same picture quality in 
a dim or brightly lighted room.  But, as they say, size 
does matter, and direct view sets – even when you can 
find a good one – are simply too small to deliver the 
sheer visual impact you want.  

“Rear projector” sets: These one-piece, large screen 2)	
sets used to offer the best compromise between 
affordability and screen size.  And for some people, 
they were attractive even though they gobbled an 
enormous amount of floor space.  Today, they’ve all 
but disappeared under the onslaught of affordable 
flat screen TVs.  

“Front projector” sets: Many people consider these 3)	
two-piece sets (projector and separate screen) the 
ultimate in dramatic picture quality.  Their main 
advantage?  They can project a BIG image – in 
some cases, more than 100” measured diagonally.  
Disadvantages?  For best picture quality, use them in 
rooms with very dim ambient lighting.  Fan noise may 
be intrusive although the best of today’s offerings are 
far quieter than older models.  Just remember to pay 
attention to the screen you choose as it will have  
a major impact on picture quality.    

“Flat screen” sets: Here’s the “hot ticket” for home 4)	
theater enjoyment.  With sizes now exceeding 60” 
(and some sets more than 80”!), most flat screens can 
be hung on a wall.  That’s a major cosmetic advantage 
as well as a space saver.  Picture quality is much 
better today than it was even a few years ago.  Two 
technologies dominate flat screen displays today – LCD 
and plasma.  Plasma used to have a decided edge in 
picture quality because it was able to reproduce much 
darker blacks so the rest of the picture “popped” 
more convincingly.  However, today’s LCD models are 
very good indeed.  Our suggestion?  Visit your dealer’s 
showroom and look closely.  You’ll find several choices 
that will fit your room and your budget.  

The Video Side of Home Theater






